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INTERNSHIP: National lobbying

‘Médecins du Monde – Belgique’ (MDM-B) or ‘Dokters van de Wereld – België’ is a medical NGO, member of the international MDM network. The Belgian delegation sets up projects in Belgium as well as in countries in the South. In Brussels, different projects offer medical care to the homeless, to migrants and to women living in difficult conditions. Just recently, we started offering social, medical and psychological care to migrants in Antwerp. Médecins du Monde, however, doesn’t limit its action to offering care; it is equally important to let others know about the difficulties our patients face and to search for structural solutions that make a lasting difference and that render our intervention unnecessary on the long term.

Médecins du Monde is convinced that access to health care is a basic human right that should be granted without taking into account gender, ethnicity, religion, socio-economic status or… the legality of one’s stay in a European country. Many migrants in the EU and in Belgium get ill due to extremely poor living conditions and difficult access to care. Furthermore, improving access to health care for migrants would not only contribute to general public health, better primary care would also considerably reduce the cost of Belgian and European public health policies. Although the international MDM-network has developed a European lobby initiative, efforts on a more local level remain equally important. 

For these reasons, Médecins du Monde – Belgium is looking for a Brussels-based intern to help boost the development and execution of an updated lobbying and pleading strategy on a local, regional and national Belgian level. Access to health care for asylum seekers and undocumented migrants is a difficult but challenging issue, touching several more transversal themes such as migration, public health, different cultural views on health care, interacting legal frameworks (EU, federal, regional, community-based and local authorities), etc.

Job description

· based on a pre-existing in-depth analysis of the national and European legal framework, this intern would map and explore the political context concerning migrants and health on local, regional and national level

· starting from the ‘logical framework’ currently being developed for the Belgian MDM projects, develop a regional (Flanders, Wallonia and Brussels) and national lobbying strategy

· in dialogue with the Belgian missions staff, the national communications department and the Board of Administrators, define a concrete action plan and help coordinate its execution

· produce regular written and detailed reports on her or his work
· depending on the specific profile of the intern, execution of certain smaller projects

Profile

· candidates should be available for a period from 1 to (ideally) 6 months

· proficiency in Dutch and in French (spoken and written) are an absolute necessity

· good knowledge of English is an advantage

· master in public health, law, political sciences, anthropology or sociology

Our offer

· reimbursement of transportation costs

· working along very enthusiast and driven professionals

· possibility to make one’s thesis as a (final year) master student

Candidates are invited to send their CV to rh@medecinsdumonde.be, mentioning ‘internship national lobbying’

For more information, contact Frank Vanbiervliet, (+32) 470 04 56 49
1

